
    St. James Parish 
 WITH S T . MARK ’S MINISTRIES  

       Epistle 

                                      Rector’s Message  

... if thou dost not withstand, Christ’s resurrection 
thine may be; Do not by hanging down break 
from the hand Which, as it riseth, raiseth thee .  

–  from George Herbert’s The Dawning  

We are on the very precipice of my favorite time 
of the liturgical year, as we surge through the 
powerful throes of Holy Week and Christ’s 
Passion to the penultimate promise of the 
Christian life: Christ is risen! Sometimes, because 
we question and we doub t –  which is holy and 
sacred because without ever questioning we 
would never discover –  we struggle to embrace 
the real meaning and power behind the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
The Resurrection of Jesus, in traditional orthodox 
icons , rarely depict Jesus as alone. He is typically 
presented as in hell, raising Lazarus or, more 
often than not, Jesus is stretching out and lifting 
up Adam and Eve. He is literally taking them by 
the hand, from their coffins, and 
bringing them up out of hell. 
Jesus’ entry into hell - tradition 
calls it “The Harrowing of Hell” - 
in the time between His physical 
death and Bodily resurrection, 
goes toward the greatest power 
and point of Christ’s risin g to new 
life: He brings us with Him. Jesus 
does not leave us  to our own devices, in our sin, 
brokenness, and pain; Christ, in offering His Body 
up to the powers of evil and death, overwhelmed 
death, and gave us a new life.  

I began with a few lines of the great 17 th century 
poet George Herbert’s The Dawning  partly 
because I love that last bit, “Do not by hanging 

down break from the hand which, as it riseth, 
raiseth thee.” Herbert reminds those who believe 
in the power of Jesus not to allow our “hanging 
down,” our challenges and lack of purpose cause 
us to shrink from the One whose rising from 
death raises us all u p to new life in Him. We 
sometimes miss the huge punch and earth -
shattering implications of the Resurrection 
becaus e we don’t take it seriously enough. I 
encourage everyone to embrace Holy Week this 
year, as a remedy, to hold fast to the terrible 
lastness of Christ’s Passion. When we sing “Go to 
dark Gethsemane,” on Maundy Thursday as the 
altar is stripped, marking the  bare, stark 
humiliation of Jesus and His agony on the Cross, 
remember His suffering and how much He gave 
for a sinful people. Observe Good Friday by 
understanding that Christ died and was buried. 
Easter is a promise that even in death, no matter 
our sin a nd shame, regardless of anything we 

have done, as Christ rises, we rise. 
Jesus, in Resurrection, takes us by 
the hand and forcefully pulls us 
out of the pit. Easter is more 
powerful even than death.  

How powerful is death? Anyone 
who has ever sat with someone as 
they die knows that there is 

nothing more powerful, maybe not even the birth 
of a child, than someone taking their final breath. 
Resurrection means, after the final breath, there 
is a new birth. Easter is joyful because “I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rul ers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor  
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[Rector’s Message  continued]  

anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Romans 8: 38 -39). Christ’s 
gravitational pull, in Resurrection, is the most 
powerful force ever, as it has all of creation –  
heaven and earth –  behin d it. 

In Christ,   
Fr. George + 

 
 
 
 

NO  First Sunday Breakfast  in April  

First Sunday Breakfast is cancelled for April. It 
was difficult to work into Easter Sunday and then 
we have school breaks and we send our mission 
trippers off to the DR for a couple weekends. So, 
we’ll see you again for First Sunday Breakfast  
Sunday , May 3 rd from 9  am – 9:45  am,  bring  
your family and neighbors, and share in the great 
food from our Men’s Group . 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast  

On Saturday, April 18 th at 8:00  am,  all men  of 

the parish are invited to join us for a time of 
conversation and good food at the 

Crazy  Pancake, 17  Whiting Street, in 
Plainville. Come as you are. Everyone 
is responsible for his own breakfast 
but let Fr.  George know  if that is a 

challenge, as there is assistance 
available. Fr. George will be away this month but 
please gather and enjoy the company of your 
fellow St. James guys!  
 
 
 

Celebrating April birthdays!  

Karen Young      Katrina Mason  
Donna Wilkie      Filipa Hansen  
Kathy Roach      Wyatt Chambers  
Susan Brockman   
Story Cadigan  
Nina Hayes  

 

Warden’s Corner  

St. James Vestry Retreat overview  

Two weeks ago, the Vestry of St. James spen t a 
full day together, getting to know each other 
better and discussing at length where we have 
been and where we are going. My biggest 
takeaway from the day was that we have a very 
dedicated, knowledgeable , and diverse Vestry to 
help us to continue to move forward as a faith 
community.  

Gifts that were identified include:  
• Honesty and clarity  
• Work shows gospel values  
• Love as a Ligament  
• Experience  
• Listening  
• Openness  
• Teach via Ministry  

We agreed to begin working on a 5 -year plan to 
continue the work (both infrastructure and faith 
building), starting with reaching out to our 
members for input and ideas. More to follow.  

St. James, with St Mark’s Ministries, stands as a 
quiet but powerful witness to hope. Our actions —
consistent, grounded, and inclusive —demonstrate 
that faith can be a force for healing and 
connection. In a world where many feel isolated 
or overlooked, we of fer a reminder that people 
are not alone and that small acts of kindness can 
ripple outward in meaningful ways. Giving back 
often begins with simple presence. We offer our 
ministries as places where relationships can 
grow. We learn names, share conversatio ns, and 
build trust. Over time, St. James is becoming a 
gathering place where people feel seen and 
valued, regardless of background or belief. This 
relational approach strengthens our wider 
community by weaving together people who 
might not otherwise cross  paths.  

Stay in Prayer  

Dave Tompkins , Co -Warden  

 

 

 

Wednesday mid -day service in April  

There will be no mid -day service on 
Wednesdays, April 1 st, 8 th, and 15 th due to Holy 
Week and the mission trip schedules.  



Join us for Wine, Cheese, & Poetry ! 

Everyone in the parish is invited to the 
Women's Ministry sponsored Wine, Cheese & 
Poetry evening, April 25 th at 5 pm.  Please bring 
a beverage of your choice and a small dish to 
share with your friends for an evening to laugh, 
live and experience through poetry. The evening 
will start with the very talented Brunilda  Myftaraj 
& students presenting some beautiful music to 
inspire us while we mingle. If you have a poem to 
share, please send email Linda Mason at 
1delshire@gmail.com or reach out to her. This 
eve ning won't be a success unless we get 
enough people to be brave and be cheered and 

adored by your fellow friends 
while you share with us some 
brilliant poetry. Poems can be 
original, well known, or obscure.  

 
 
 

Faith & Fries!  

On Tuesday, April 28 th from 7 – 8:30 pm , you are 
invited to join us for Faith and Fries  at Puente 
American -Latino Pub at 81 Main Street in 
Unionville. Come  for dinner, have a drink or 
snack, whatever is comfortable for 
you . We invite all to come as they are 
able and please, feel  free to invite a 
friend, neighbor, or co -worker! At our 
April gathering, we will explore 
question stirred by John  20:15b–16: Thinking he 
was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put 
him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
“Teacher.” How do we miss Jesus when He i s 
standing right in front of us? How is He, post -
Resurrection, appearing to us in this messy 
world? Call the church with questions . 
 
 

Your p hoto in print  or on our web site?  

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various 
church activities on our website and in 
publications (like this Epistle ). If you prefer that 
your photo  NOT be displayed, please contact the 
parish office; we maintain a list of members 
whose likeness is not to be shared.  

DR Mission Trip  

We give thanks to the generosity of the 
members of St. James. Thus far, parishioners of 
St. James ha ve  given over $7,200  through the 
envelope fundraiser and other gifts toward our 
work in the DR with our friends at De La Gracia in 
La  Caleta, Boca Chica.  

A little update for folks who 
aren’t as familiar with our 
mission work in the Dominican 
Republic. St. James took our first Team to the DR 
in June of 2016. On April 10 th, the team departs 
from Hartford on what will be our sixth mission 
to work with our friends in partnership with 
sharing, and receiving, the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in the Caribbean. We have partnered 
with Redeemer, Sarasota, and St.  John’s, Tampa, 

to help the poor but loving community of 
La  Caleta, in Boca Chica near Santo Domingo, to 
build a church. On Friday, April 17 th, the parish 
church De La Gracia will be consecrated for 
worship and God’s use by the bishop of the 
Dominica n Republic.  

While we are in the DR this year, we will host a 
short Bible School on Saturday, the 11 th, a lunch 
and gathering for our friends at De La Gracia, 
after worship on the 12 th, and complete building 
the furnishings for the worship space (altar, 
priest’s chair, bishop’s chair, bookcases for their 
Prayer Books, etc.) and lots of painting. Pray for 
our Team and the people of De La Gracia, as we 
are on the threshold of completing s omething 
they have dreamed of and worked for over the 
last 20 years.  
 
 
 

Pastoral Care Ministry  

The Pastoral Care group will meet at the 
church on Saturday, April  11th from 9 – 11 am. 

Grief is a journey. Grief is a universal emotion. 
The stages of grief, the cultural impact on grief, 
and strategies for supporting a grieving 
individual will be considered during the meeting. 
The session will be led by Stephen Ministers and 
parishioners Ca rol Merrill and Carolyn 
McGaughey. Join the group as they continue to 
consider, explore and develop pastoral care for 
our St James family. Refreshments will be 
provided.  



Church School news  

Lent is over and we can once again celebrate 
our Anglican belief that we are an Easter people! 
This forward to a lesson from “Weaving God’s 
Promises” tells us that … “Anglicanism is an 
incarnate faith. That is , Anglicans believe God is 
present in all thin gs and in our daily life and time. 
This is a legacy of our Celtic Christian heritage, 
which honored God in everyday life and work, 
and even in the littlest parts of our life. Like our 
Celtic forebears, we see God not just in worship 
but also in daily life and even in ordinary chores.” 
As the year progresses, we will look at the lives 
of saints and ordinary people in the Bible who 
lived their faith through their beliefs and actions. 
We will begin with St. Peter and St. Stephen.  

Thank you to the following people who taught 
our children this past month: Joyce Bettencourt, 
Brigitte Cadigan, Maggie Ososki, Tracey Roberts, 
Dave and Dena Thompkins , and Kathy Roach.  

We are in need of church 
school teachers  and assistants 
for most of the Sundays in 
April. Please sign up on the 
following website if you can 
help in any way. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/174CEH
yRktX5DXlt9_tMgqOspi4OSApb9jgK3Bg7XcBQ/
edit?usp=sharing   The lessons are prepared for 
you and guidance and help is available as you 
navigate the lessons.   

 

 

 

Easter Flower  Delivery  

The best Easter surprise of all may be seeing the 
delight in the eyes of shut – ins to whom you 
bring a flower from their parish. We also 
remember our members who have lost a loved 

one in the last year. Our chancel will be 
filled with flowers on Easter. You are 
encouraged to spread joy by taking 
these plants to those whose names will 
be available after the services that 

morning or during the week after Easter. Leave 
the flower basket in the chapel (please!), remove 
the plant, take a card with the address of a  
recipient; deliver it and see what God has in store 
for you.  

Altar of Repose  

On Maundy Thursday (April 2 nd), following our 
7 pm service and the Stripping of the Altar, our 

Lord lies in repose, in the Blessed Sacrament, 
in the Melissa  Jane Inrig Memorial Chapel from 

the moment the service is over until the 
following morning at 7  am. We traditionally ha ve  
sign up times, where people come in person and 

sit an hour with Jesus during 
this time, memorializing the 
first night he spent in the 
tomb. All are invited to sign 
up for a time on the parish 

hall ramp bulletin board. Multiple people can 
sign up for any time  slot, but it is the la te night (2, 
3, 4  am) slots that are more challenging to fill. 

Materials for prayer and reflection are available 
in the chapel, so that you may pass the Holy 
Hour faithfully. A brief, special time of prayer will 
be held in the Chapel at 7  am on Good Friday 

morning to conclude the Vigil.  
 
 

 

Braver Angels  visit  

On Sunday, April 26 th, after the 10:15 service, 
Paul  Manfredi of Braver Angels  will be with us. 

Paul is going to tell us a little bit about the work 
of Braver Angels , their mission, and how they 
work with communities like ours. Braver Angels  
has a vision: “We envision an America where 
courageous citizen is the honored norm, 
renewing civic culture and building trust across 
political difference.” Though Braver Angels  is a 
secular organization, a 501(c)(3), they have 
experience working with faith communities 
toward having constructive dialogue across 
difference. They encourage secular a nd faith -
based communities to work together to create 
space for conversation when people disagree. 
We offer this opportunity as an exciting window 
into work we may invited into if we so choose. 
Join us and feel free to 
invite anyone you know 
from outside the church.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/174CEHyRktX5DXlt9_tMgqOspi4OSApb9jgK3Bg7XcBQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/174CEHyRktX5DXlt9_tMgqOspi4OSApb9jgK3Bg7XcBQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/174CEHyRktX5DXlt9_tMgqOspi4OSApb9jgK3Bg7XcBQ/edit?usp=sharing


Outreach Corner  

St. James Parish is pleased to again participate in 
the CT Foodshare Walk Against Hunger.  This is 
the largest anti -hunger event of its kind in 
Connecticut. Foodshare works with over 400  
donors to rescue surplus food. They then partner 
with a network of over 650 food pantries,  meal 
programs, and mobile distribution sites 
throughout the state. CT Foodshare is a critically  
important organization dedicated to alleviating 
food insecurity in our state and  
desperately  needs our support 
at this difficult time.   

Our team is called “The St James Heelers”. We 
will walk the approximately 1.5 -mile course as  a 
team but  are in the company of hundreds of 
fellow walkers. This event is fun and family -
oriented, and everyone in our parish is invited 
and encouraged to join in the Walk! Please  
consider inviting family, friends , and coworkers 
to get involved by walking and/or donating.  
Please note: all in person walkers need to 
register online.  Last year, we had a team of 24  
walkers and raised a record -breaking $2 ,395!! Of 
course, if you are unable to join us  on the Walk 
day, you can still support us by donating online.   

TO REGISTER TO WALK OR TO DONATE:   
1. Go to www.ctfoodshare.org  and click the arrow 
under “Walk Against Hunger”. You will be asked 
press either “Register” or “Donate now”.   

2. To Register to walk , c lick “Register”. Next, click 
“Join a team”  (you do not need to create a team) . 
Search St James Heelers  to join our team. You will 
be prompted to complete the registration. This is 
where you will be able to donate if you would like. If 
asked for an agency or team to receive our funds , 
we frequently select  Farmington Food Pantry, 
Meals for Neighbors -Bristol, or Friendship Service 
Center, but you can indicate any participating 
agency of your choice.   

3. To make a donation only (to support the team, 
but not walk,  c lick  ”Donate Now”. In the space for 
crediting the fundraiser or team, type St James 
Heelers  and click that into the box. You will be 
prompted to make your online donation.   

Thank you for supporting this very worthy 
cause! C all Kathy  Bullard  @ 860 -673 -6444  with 
any questions. Before the walk she  will be in 
touch to give arrival times, where to meet,  
directions, parking info , and to help organize 
carpools as necessary.  

Meeting on Social Concerns  

On March 9 th, over two dozen members of our 
parish family met to share concerns about what 
is happening in our country and the world. Father 
George led us in a meaningful and heartfelt 
discussion about the rising hatred we see, and 
how, as Christians, we feel called t o respond.  

A recent reading we heard in church said: “Once 
you were darkness, but now in the Lord, you are 
light.” (Ephesians 5:8) Our group discussion 
touched on how faith communities can be 
beacons of light in the current darkness.  

We talked about scripture, which teaches us to 
love thy neighbor and to “invite in the stranger”. 
(Matthew 25:35) We touched on how the leaders 
of The Episcopal Church (led by our Presiding 
Bishop, Sean Rowe in the US) and our 
Connecticut diocese (ECCT) ha ve joined in 
various messages to the public expressing 
concern that events “in communities across the 
country run counter to God‘s vision of justice and 
peace.” (excerpt, A Joint Letter from 154 
Episcopal Bishops: Whose Dignity Matters” 1 -31-
2026). Here is  a link to the full letter and all the 
signatures : https://episcopalchicago.org/a -joint-
letter-from -154-bishops -of-the-episcopal -church -
whose -dignity -matters/   

What do the words of those bishops mean to 
each of us and to St. James as a faith 
community? We all are different people with 
different experiences and perspectives. Thus, 
one of the ideas shared was to provide more 
information, from an Episcopalian perspe ctive, to 
our parishioners about what is going on in the 
world. So, periodically, information from the 
national church or the ECCT will appear in the 
weekly e -flash , the Epistle , or through other 
means our parish receives communication on 
important topics.  We also plan to add links to The 
Episcopal Church’s and the ECCT’s various online 
publications to our website as resources for 
everyone to explore as they feel called to do.  

We will continue to seek opportunities to spread 
Jesus‘s message of love and to support that 
message with acts of love, especially for the 
most vulnerable in our midst.  

If you have ideas on how to live out our faith in 
ways that meet “God‘s vision of justice and 
peace ,” please reach out to Father George or 
either of our wardens.  

http://www.ctfoodshare.org/
https://episcopalchicago.org/a-joint-letter-from-154-bishops-of-the-episcopal-church-whose-dignity-matters/
https://episcopalchicago.org/a-joint-letter-from-154-bishops-of-the-episcopal-church-whose-dignity-matters/
https://episcopalchicago.org/a-joint-letter-from-154-bishops-of-the-episcopal-church-whose-dignity-matters/


Prayer Team  

From time to time, the Prayer Team shares 
something of what they have found helpful, in 
the hope that you may find it helpful, too. This 
month, I went to our Hymnal, full of hymns 
familiar and some not so familiar. All are prayers 
and praises, set to music.  

Here is Hymn #182, an Easter hymn : Christ is 
alive! It reminds us that we worship and serve a 
God who lives, and who reigns!  And, when we 
pray, one who stretches out His arms and holds 
us to himself.  

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross 
stands empty to the sky. Let streets and homes 
with praises ring. His love in death shall never die.  

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in 
Palestine, he comes to claim the here and now 
and conquer every place and time.  

Not throned above, remotely high, untouched, 
unmoved by human pains, but daily, in the midst 
of life, our Savior with the Father reigns.  

In every insult, rift, and war where color, scorn or 
wealth divide, he suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, though ever crucified.  

Christ is alive! His spirit burns through this and 
every future age, till all creation lives and learns 
his joy, his justice, love, and praise.  

Lyrics by Brian Wren, rev.  Reprinted with 
permission under ONELICENSE #A -736322  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Summary Minutes of Vestry Meeting 
of February 19, 2026  

Present : Fr. George Roberts, Kathy Bullard, Dave 
Hrdlicka, Carol Kirkwood, Linda Mason, Doug 
McDowell, EJ Ososki, Ed Preneta, Molly Sherman 
via Zoom, Bonnie Sudell, Michael Slusarz and 
Dave Tompkins.  

Meeting called to Order : 7:02 pm.  

Minutes of 1/15/26 Meeting  
Linda made a motion to accept the minutes. 
Dave T. seconded it. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Ministry Reports  
Finance/Treasurer’s Report –  January 2026 –  EJ  
Summary of EJ’s Report  
• Total income $28,266 vs budgeted $32,908 

–  not uncommon in January as larger 
pledgers give lump sums later in year and 
cold weather keeps parishioners home  

• Total expenses $33,901 vs budgeted 
$38,057 primarily due to a delay in some 
invoices  
Dave T made a motion to accept the report 
and Ed seconded it. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Wardens’ words about expediting reports –  
Kathy and Dave T  
• There was discussion about how to limit 

time spent on ministry reports. It was 
agreed that reports should only take a few 
minutes to present, and not all ministries 
need report each month. Calling the 
question can be invoked under Robert’s 
Rules in case of  lengthy discussion.  

• The Vestry agreed to start future meetings 
at 6:30 vs 7:00.  

Capital Committee  
• Linda’s minutes from capital committee 

meetings were sent to all.  
• Our most pressing issue is our leaking roof. 

Our first claim was denied by our insurance 
company. We are working with another 
roofer.  

• Structural and architectural drawings have 
been received for our lift. The project 
manager will be at the church Tuesday, 
after which we will start the bidding 
process.  

St. James Prayer Team …  
Praying together for you  

Always available, always confidential  

Pat Clark  
Carol Kirkwood  
Armen Michalak  

Donna Paye  



• We will have a Town Hall Sunday, 
March  15th after the 10:15 service to let 
parishioners know what capital projects 
have been completed and what projects 
have been identified. We will also solicit 
input from members as to what projects 
they feel are  important. There was 
consensus that the parishioners may not be 
aware of the problems that currently exist. 
We want to stress that we are building for 
the future.  

DR Update –  Fr. George  
• The 8-person team will be in the DR from 

April 10th–18th. Possible projects include 
finishing the pews, building additional 
furnishings for the interior of the church, 
and painting, at the church or elementary 
school across from the Skilton Center.  

• $750 was raised from the Chili Cookoff.  
• There are still envelopes on the kiosk to be 

taken and filled with cash.  

Outreach –  Kathy Bullard  
• Church by the Pond was sparsely attended, 

due to the bitter cold, but excess lunches 
were sent to the Cathedral for distribution.  

• The Walk Against Hunger will be April 25 th. 
• Money from the Craft Fair is now in the 

Outreach Budget. Some of the money may 
go to the Dominican Republic trip.  

St. Mark’s Ministries Quarterly Report/Overview –  
Dave Tompkins  
Dave presented the detailed report. There was 
no discussion.  

Women’s Ministry –  Linda Mason  
Linda detailed the many activities, both past and 
future, including game night in January, coffee 
hours, baskets for the Prudence Crandall Center, 
Valentine’s Day cards made by our children, 
compline and pot lunch March 8 th, wine, cheese 
and poetry April 25 th, breakfast on May 2 nd, 
chocolate bingo on May 16 th and “walking in 
creation” in Elizabeth Park on June 27 th. 

Old Business  
Keyholders  
Fr. George will put together a rota  (rotation) for 
Vestry members to lock doors on Sundays. We 
will walk around the building Saturday during our 
retreat to familiarize a ll with the doors that need 
to be locked.  

New Administrator and Possible Bookkeeper  
The committee will meet February 24 th at 11 am 
to discuss and put together a job description.  

Social Concerns Committee  
The first conversation will be February 23 rd at 
6:30 pm  [later re - scheduled to March 2 nd due to 
snow ]. 

Safety Committee  
The first meeting will be Monday, March 23 rd at 
6:30 pm. Possible topics include a safety plan, 
fire drills, CPR and AED training and exit signs, 
among others. There is no need to reinvent the 
wheel as there are safety committee templates 
made for churches.  

New Business  
Evangelism and growing the church  
We have budgeted for a new position ($20,000) 
for someone to work with our children and grow 
the church. Building on what is going well for us 
and what’s exciting, we hope to channel what we 
have into the larger world, building and 
equipping disciples to g row in faith with energy 
and extend ourselves.  

Dave T. motioned to adjourn. Dave H. seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned 
at 9:07 pm.  

Closing Prayer  

Respectfully submitted,  
Bonnie F. Sudell , Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Bible study  

On Sunday, April 19 th, we will begin a new Bible 
study on the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and the Song of Solomon , using a study guide 
by Stan  Purdum,  Immersion Bible Studies: 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon . The 
three books are connected as part of the 
“wisdom literature” of the Old Testament. Bible 
study begins Sundays at 12:30  pm via Zoom with 
Meeting  ID: 815 4332 7235; Passcode: 982548.  

 
  



Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Week, which begins on March  29 th with 

Palm Sunday, is the most important week of our 
liturgical year. Often called “Passion Week,” the 
week following the Sunday of Palms should bring 
us to a fuller and deeper understanding and 
appreciation of how much God loves us and 
sacrificed for us. As Christians Holy Week 
accelerates our reflections on the Passion and 
death of Jesus, even as we prepare for Easter. 
We encourage you to participate in as many 
services as is possible for you and your family 
during  the course of the week.  

Sunday, March 29 th, Palm 
Sunday/Passion Sunday  –  We are 
so very excited and blessed to be 
able to engage Palm Sunday in a 

more traditional way this year. At 8 am we will 
gather on the steps, weather permitting, for the 
Liturgy of the Palms. Our traditional Palm Sunday 
procession, weather permitting, will begin at 
9:45  am at the corner of Mountain Rd and 
High  St., in concert with our neighbors from First 
Church, Congregational. All are encouraged to 
participate but, if you have mobility issues, please 
feel free to wait for us in the church; we will 
arrive at the doors around 10  am.  

Wednesday, April 1 st at 7 p.m. 
Tenebrae  –  Tenebrae literally means 
‘darkness’ or ‘shadows’ in Latin. We 
present a series of wonderful 

readings as 7 candles are extinguished one at a 
time, until even the “Christ” candle is hidden, as if 
in the tomb. Tenebrae prepares us for the 
coming three days of Holy Week.  

Thursday, April 2 nd  at 7  p.m., 
Maundy Thursday  –  Maundy is 
from the Latin maunde, mande , 

and mandatum , meaning “an order.” On the night 
before Jesus died He said to His disciples, “a new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another” (John 13:34). Anyone who wishes has 
the opportunity to keep vigil with Jesus for an 
hour overnight in the sanctuary where an Altar 
of Repose is set for the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Friday, April 3 rd at 11:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m., Good Friday  –  our mid –day 
service will be an intimate, 
contemplative service with short 

readings, Taizé music, and much time for 
reflection. At the 7 p.m. service we will observe 
the Veneration of the Cross, and taking of Holy 
Eucharist from the Reserved Sacrament, 
honoring Jesus as He lays dark in the tomb. For 
a fleeting moment, we feel out side the reach of 
Jesus, who is taken from us and placed into the 
ground, away from us. The low point of Holy 
Week, as Jesus dies on the Cross.  

Saturday, April 4 th at 7:30  p.m.,  
The Great Easter Vigil  –  we celebrate 
Jesus’ passing over from death to life,  
from darkness to light in a wonderful 
service called The Great Vigil of 

Easter, beginning at twilight.   

Easter Sunday, April 5 th at our usual times 
(8 and 10:15 a.m.) –  Jesus is risen indeed! Joy 
abounds as we celebrate with uplifting music.  
We hope to have an Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children following the 10:15 am service.  

 

Easter Memorial Fund  

God conquered death on Easter. Christ’s rising 
from the tomb makes all the difference in the 
world because it trumpets the Good News that 
we matter, that we will always matter, that God 
is with us in life and in death. Easter is, then, a 
particularly appro priate time to remember loved 
ones who have died by giving flowers in their 
memory. Any contribution is welcome, a gift of 
$40  or more is asked to cover the expense of 
the Easter flowers. Names of memorials and 
gifts received by Monday, March 30 th at 9 am 
will be listed in the Easter bulletins , and we will 
pray for those remembered throughout the 
Paschal season. Please use the form below to 
designate your gift. Make checks 
payable to St. James Parish  marked 
“Easter Flowers”. Thank you for 
your generosity.  

Please print the info as you want it listed.  

In memory of  _________________________  

  OR  

In thanksgiving for __ ___________________  

Given by  ____________________________  



OFFICERS  

Kathy Bullard & David Tompkins , Wardens   
EJ Ososki, Treasurer   
Jerry Hess, Asst . Treasurer   
Bonnie Sudell , Parish  Clerk   

VESTRY  
             2027         2028       2029 

      Kathy Bullard                            Linda Mason              David Hrdlicka 

     Doug McDowell                 Ed Preneta             Carol Kirkwood 

      Molly Sherman            David Tompkins             Michael Slusarz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MISSION S TATEMENT : 

We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason.  
We reach out to those in need as a caring community  

and live Christ's teaching to love one another.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A DDRESS S ERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. James Parish 
3 Mountain Road  

Farmington, Connecticut  06032  
 

Phone: 860 –677–1564 
Fax: 860 –677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org  

STAFF  
The Rev. George C. Roberts             Rector  

Lee Febos                               Clergy Intern  

Blake Hansen                   Director of Music  

Susan Deming            Parish Administrator  

Cheryl Rusczyk     
Admin., St. Mark’s Ministries  

Ray Smith                                         Se xton  

Kim McLaurin               Nursery Supervisor  

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD  
FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032  

 


