
HOLY MATRIMONY FAQs

WHO MAY BE MARRIED AT ST. JAMES?
To be marr ied in the Episcopal  Church, at  least one of the part ies must be a bapt ized 
Chr ist ian having an aff i l iat ion with St .  James and worshipping here regular ly.  I f  the part ies 
are members of another Episcopal  par ish and want to be marr ied at  St .  James for fami ly 
or geographical  reasons,  they may do so with the consent and support  of  their home 
par ish.  I f  the part ies are not Episcopal ians,  they may begin preparat ion to jo in the church 
as they a lso plan their wedding.

HOW ARE WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS MADE?
After decid ing that both part ies desire a Chr ist ian marr iage,  the couple cal ls  the par ish 
off ice,  makes an appointment with the par ish c lergy,  and schedules a tentat ive wedding 
date.  Before the ceremony, the couple must meet with the par ish pr iest  at  least three 
t imes;  often more meet ings are required.  Dur ing these meet ings,  the couple wi l l  receive 
counsel  about Chr ist ian marr iage,  complete a personal i ty inventory,  and discuss issues 
commonly troublesome in marr iage.  After these discussions the c lergy wi l l  g ive (or 
withhold)  consent to the wedding and agree to off ic iate.  Dur ing the t ime of preparat ion, 
the detai ls  part icular to each wedding wi l l  be planned, and i t  is  expected that the couple 
wi l l  be fa i thful  in Sunday worship.  

I f  e i ther party has been divorced, permiss ion for the marr iage must be obtained from a 
Bishop of the Diocese of Connect icut .  This process requires several  meet ings with the 
par ish c lergy,  after which a request for a marr iage judgment is  made to the Bishop. S ix 
weeks is  normal ly needed for th is permiss ion.

WHEN MAY WEDDINGS BE SCHEDULED?
The canons of the Church require that at  least th ir ty days’  not ice be given to the c lergy 
pr ior to the wedding,  but th ir ty days is  a lmost never enough to make suitable preparat ions 
for marr iage.Weddings are not held dur ing Lent ,  and there are no weddings dur ing Holy 
Week, on Chr istmas Eve or Chr istmas Day.  Sunday weddings are permitted only for very 
specif ic reasons.

WHAT CHOICES OF THE WEDDING SERVICE ARE POSSIBLE?
The wedding l i turgy is  commonly the Celebrat ion and Blessing of a Marr iage found in The 
Book of Common Prayer.   Each couple wi l l  be asked to choose the Scr ipture and any other 
readings,  the music ,  the nupt ia l  b less ing,  and other detai ls  that wi l l  mark the service as 
their own. Fr iends or fami ly may read the Scr ipture lessons.   Couples desir ing to wri te 
their own l i turgies must fo l low the Order for Marr iage found in the Prayer Book.  Leaflets 
contain ing the l i turgy wi l l  be prepared by the Par ish Off ice for the congregat ion.
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WHAT MUSIC MAY BE USED?
The par ish organist ,  B lake Hansen, p lays for a l l  weddings.Music for the ceremony must be 
selected in consultat ion with h im and with the Rector.  Solo ists and other instrumental ists 
must rehearse with the organist  before the day of the service and must provide their own 
music with a copy for the organist .Any music used in connect ion with a wedding should 
be sui table for a church service,  as d ist inguished from a socia l  gather ing.   Music that 
does not f i t  the nature of the ceremony is  better used at the wedding recept ion.The words 
of anthems (th is inc ludes solos)  are to be from the Holy Scr ipture,  The Book of Common 
Prayer,  or from texts congruent with them. (BCP p.  14)

WHAT ABOUT FLOWERS FOR THE SERVICE?
The t ime of f lower del iver ies can be coordinated with the par ish administrator.  Church 
vases may be used. F lowers should conform to what would normal ly be ut i l ized for Sunday 
worship.  behind the a l tar only.

WHAT ARE THE RESTRICTIONS ON PHOTOGRAPHY?
A wedding is  a sacred and solemn event that should not be disrupted by photography. 
Dur ing the wedding i tse lf,  photography is  a l lowed only dur ing the processional  and 
recessional .  A stat ionary video camera may be used at any t ime i f  i t  is  not intrusive.  Posed 
photographs may be taken in the church for 15 minutes after the service.  The couple 
should make these pol ic ies known to the photographer.

WHEN SHOULD WE ARRIVE FOR THE WEDDING?
Ushers arr ive 30 minutes before the service;  the groom and best man arr ive 15 minutes 
before the service;  br idesmaids,  f lower gir ls ,  r ing bearers and parents at  least 10 minutes 
before the service;  the br ide and presenter of  the br ide may arr ive 5 minutes before the 
service.  I f  the wedding party has not arr ived at  the church 15 minutes after the scheduled 
t ime of the ceremony, the wedding may be canceled.  Al l  arrangements should be made 
with the c lergy wel l  in advance of the day of the wedding.

WHO MAY OFFICIATE AT A WEDDING?
Parish c lergy are the usual  off ic iants at  weddings at  St .  James.  When clergy from outs ide 
the par ish are to be involved in the service,  i t  is  appropr iate that they be invi ted by the 
Rector.
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WHAT ELSE MIGHT WE NEED TO KNOW?
The church seats 205, and the loft  holds 65. On occasion,  up to 25 addit ional  seats can be 
placed in the chancel ,  for the use of the wedding party.  The a is le is  approximately 80 feet 
long, 55 feet from the back of the church to the end of the pews and 25 feet from there to 
the a l tar ra i l .  Nei ther r ice nor confett i  is  a l lowed; b irdseed may be tossed or bubbles blown 
outs ide the church.

Parking is  not possib le on Mountain Road on weekdays.There are spaces in the parking 
lot  behind the church. On Saturdays and Sundays,  street parking is  permitted and some 
spaces are avai lable across Mountain Road next to the Noah Wal lace School .  A smal l 
paved dr ive in front of  the church is  avai lable for the handicapped and those with l imited 
mobi l i ty.

Because of minimal  space, br ides are encouraged to dress pr ior to coming to the church. 
The costume of the br ide and br idesmaids should be sui table for the church service; 
g loves must be removed at the t ime of the communion.

A val id marr iage l icense must be obtained from the Town Clerk in the Town of Farmington. 
The l icense must be given to the church at  least three days before the wedding ceremony.

By the t ime of the rehearsal ,  $250 is due the Director of  Music for the consultat ion on 
planning the wedding music ,  the rehearsal ,  and the service.  This check should be payable 
to Blake Hansen. I f  extensive or unusual  music or a lengthy rehearsal  with solo ists is 
required,  the fee may be greater.  I f  permiss ion is  granted for another organist  to p lay 
for a wedding,  the honorar ium is due the par ish organist  as wel l .  The fee for the use of 
the church is  $200 and the sexton’s fee is  $50. No fee is  required for the services of the 
c lergy a l though gif ts of  appreciat ion may be made to St .  James Par ish at  the discret ion of 
the donor.

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE REHEARSAL?
The rehearsal  usual ly takes place the evening before the wedding and usual ly takes one 
hour.  The wedding party walks through the service and jo ins in prayer for the br ide and 
groom and their fami l ies.   Al l  who are in the wedding party must be at  the rehearsal :  the 
br ide and groom, the attendants,  and the readers and parents i f  they are part ic ipants.

At the rehearsal ,  the br ide and groom should have a wri t ten arrangement for the seat ing 
of their parents and honored guests and for the usher ing of mother and grandmothers to 
their seats.  They should a lso have decided who wi l l  be in the receiving l ine ( i f  i t ’s  tobeheld 
at  the church) and in what order they wi l l  greet the wedding guests.
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